Selling & Buying Hollands
by Terry Pierce
Some common misconceptions on buying Holland Lop Stock:

· If they are grand champions they must be good. 

· If the price is high they must be good. 

· If the price is low they must be bad. 

· If it is phenomenal it will reproduce with ugly Hollands to make super babies. 

· If the breeder is high in points, whether locally or nationally, then everything they have is super. 

· If it is advertised in the Domestic Rabbit magazine, buy it for sure. 

Everyone wants the easy way out - to buy winning stock and just start out making grand champions. If it were that easy, everyone would do it that way. So if you want to do it right, be sure to do your homework first. Look around at the Hollands entered at the shows, and familiarize yourself with those who are doing well consistently. Ask good judges, who have good Hollands. Ask other breeders who they would recommend.

Ask questions, questions, questions!

· Has the breeder been raising their own stock, do they line breed? 

· Do they have other offspring out of the same lines or the parent and grandparents. 

· Ask for the strong points and the weak points of the line and the rabbit. 

· Don't offer $10 for that perfect grand champion for your child to show. Your credibility will go down the tubes. 

· Don't bad mouth a bunny to try to get the price down. 

· Don't tell the breeder after you owned a rabbit for two years that you don't like it any more. 

· Be realistic. What one breeder can condition and raise out of their own lines may not be identical to what you will do. 

Different climates and herdsmanship techniques do make a difference. Don't expect to clone that nice bunny if you did not buy an equally nice mate for it. You should find someone whose bunnies you like and buy a cluster of animals from that person, starting with a trio perhaps, and adding to that in a few months. Just buying a bunny from here and there will give you mud. You need to have line compatibility. If you constantly buy and add, you will go 'round and 'round in circles instead of progressing with any breeding program.                       LAST BUT NOT LEAST
To the buyer: KNOW THE BREED AND WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR.To the seller: GREED WILL GET YOU IN THE END.HONESTY IS STILL THE BEST POLICY!
